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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
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Ninth District Intergroup

Volume 5, Issue 5

May, 2016

All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=



Volume 5, Issue 5 Page 6

Aa M

A
e g

-
-

-

- : . -
- "

| B

I__‘\t =

H@[@[@y ln[ﬁth@]@y To Y@@]

[ e
=1 L
e=—

If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org

Ninth District Intergroup

Volume 5, Issue 5

May, 2016

All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/

Grap e Vv

n e

On |

Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!
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Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online
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or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!
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¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
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Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org

Volume 5, Issue 5

Page 4

Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
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Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe
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or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org

Volume 5, Issue 5

Page 4

Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!
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55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or
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. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org



M

eBooks
A.A.W.S.

A. A. W.Boke publ i shin

A. A. Worl d Services, | nc. i
di gi t al publ i caatp porno voefd dointf:
tur e.

When purchasBogka ywew wi | |

t hveww. aaWeobr gsi t e and be dire
spective vendor s Web site
occur. | f you have any ques
ordering (not for technical
us oatder i nquiorry @aaa .lorugs at

(212)30B2.


http://www.aa.org/
mailto:orderinquiry@aa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22
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Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x


mailto:senioreditor@aagrapevine.org
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an

55— 1554

First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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All of A.A.’s Twelve Steps
ask us to go contrary to our
natural desires... they all
deflate our egos. When it
come to ego deflation, few
Steps are harder to take
than Five. But scarcely any
Step is more necessary to
longtime sobriety and peace
of mind than this one.

A.A. experience has taught
us we cannot live alone with
our pressing problems and
the character defects which
cause or aggravate them. If
we have swept the search-
light of Step Four back and
forth over our careers, and
it has revealed in stark relief
those experiences we’d ra-

ther not remember, if we
have come to know how
wrong thinking and action
have hurt us and others,
then the need to quit living
by ourselves with those tor-
menting ghosts of yesterday
gets more urgent than ever.
We have to talk to some-
body about them.

So intense, though, is our
fear and reluctance to do
this, that many A.A.’s at first
try to bypass Step Five. We
search for an easier way—
which usually consists of the
general and fairly painless
admission that when drink-
ing we were sometimes bad
actors. Then, for good

measure, we add dramatic
descriptions fo that part of
our drinking behavior which
our fiends probably know
about anyhow.

But of the things which real-
ly bother and burn us, we
say nothing. Certain dis-
tressing or humiliating
memories, we tell our-
selves, oght not be shared
with anyone. These will re-
main our secret. Not a soul
must ever know. We hope
they’ll go to the grave with
us.

Yet if A/\.A.’s experience
means anything at all, this
in not only unwise, but is

(Continued on page 2)

“SHOEMAKER, stick to thy last!”... better do one thing supremely well than many badly. That is the
central theme of this Tradition. Around it our Society gathers in unity. The very life of our Fellowship
requires the preservation of this principle.

Alcoholics Anonymous can be likened to a group of physicians who might find a cure for cancer, and
upon whose concerted work would depend the answer for sufferers of this disease. True, each phy-
sician in such a group might have his own specialty. Every doctor concerned would at times wish he
could devote himself to his chosen field rather than work only with the group. But once these men
had nit upon a cure, one it because apparent that only by their united effort could this be accom-
plished, then all of them would fell bound o devote themselves solely to the relief of cancer. In the
radiance of such a miraculous discovery, any doctor would set his other ambitions aside, at whatev-
er personal cost.

Just as firmly bound by obligation are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demon-
strated that they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can. The unique ability of each A.A. to
identify himself with, and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning,
eloquence, or on any special individual skills. The only thing that mattes is that he is an alcoholic
who has found a key to sobriety. These legacies of suffering and or recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is our gift from God, and its bestowal upon others like us is
the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe,



Stepping Stones

| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |
am responsible.

— In the light of the principle of the “Right of Appeal,” all minorities — whether in our
staffs, committees, corporate boards or among the Trustees — should be encour-

aged to file minority reports whenever they feel a majority to be in considerable er-
ror. And when a minority considers an issue to be such a grave one that a mistaken

Inside this issuve:

Step 5 Tradition 3 : decision could seriously affect A. A. as a whole, it should then charge itself with the
Concept V » | actual duty of presenting a minority report to the Conference.
In granting this traditional “Right of Appeal,” we recognize that minorities frequently
Stories (Grapevine) 3 can be right; that even when they are partly or wholly in error they still perform a
most valuable service when, by asserting their “Right of Appeal,’ they compel a thor-
Contributions N ough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our
District s | chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority.

The traditional “Right of Appeal” should also permit any person in our service struc-
ture, whether paid or unpaid, to petition for the redress of a personal grievance,
carrying his complaint, if he so desires, directly to the General Service Board. He or
she should be able to do this without prejudice or fear of reprisal. Though in prac-
tice this will be a seldom exercised right, its very existence will always tend to re-
train those in authority from unjust uses of their power. Surely our workers should
cheerfully accept the necessary direction and disciplines that go with their jobs, but
all of them should nevertheless feel that they need not silently enfure unnecessary

Happy Birthday, Flyers 6
5th Promise, Principles 7
Flyers 8-14

Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-

ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is

and unfair personal domination.

Concerning both “Appeal” and “Petition,” | am glad to say that in A.A.’s world ser-
vices these valuable practices and rights have always been put to good use. There-
fore | am committing them to writing only by way of helping to confirm and enlarge
their future applications.

E 22




Volume 5, Issue 5 Page 3

Subscribe

Online

AAGRAPEVINE s

or Print
The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/
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Most AA members are
well aware of Twelfth
Step calls, chairing meet-
ings, sponsorship and
coffee crews. But many
may not know about all
the service opportunities
beyond the home group.
In 1951, our cofounder
Bill W. wrote that these
services “enable us to
function as a whole,”
they are “the most vital,
yet least understood
group of services that AA
has.” This month, our
special section features
inspiring stories by mem-
bers involved in the won-
derful world of general
service.

In the story “Why We Do
It,” a member sits grum-
bling in a Concepts
workshop, yet soon hears
the very words that will
change his tune. Fun and
service is the motto for a
group of women near
Kansas City as they hit
the road to help out at
workshops, assemblies
and forums in “What
Happens in the Van ... .”
Ever try to read The A.A.
Service Manual all by

GRAPEVINE

Service bevond
the mroup
ensures AA
will be here
for the next
alcoholic

SPECIAL
SECTION
Cretting
Involved
in General
Service

yourself? One group has
a great idea in “It Takes a
Village.” And the writer
of “The Perfect Scheme”
thought that becoming a
GSR was a great way to
meet a man. She found
love alright—for the Fel-
lowship.

In 2016, Grapevine in-
vites you and your group,
group of groups, district
and/or area to join in the
new Grow Your Grape-
vine effort throughout the
year.

AA'S MEETING N ?ﬂINY MAY 2013

For details, see page 7.
Get involved! And while
you’re at it, please send
us your stories of experi-
ence, strength and hope
at aagrapevine.org/share.
We’re especially looking
for you or your group’s
experience with a partic-
ular Tradition. And don’t
forget to send us your
jokes and cartoons. Have
a wonderful, sober May!

In fellowship,
The Editor

E x
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Group Contribufiorgoril 2016

Group Month YtoD Month YtoD

A New Beginning (Woodville) 0.00 30.00| |Mustard Seed 0.00 75.00
Anahuac 0.00 0.00 New Life 0.00 0.00
Bolivar 0.00 0.00 Newton 0.00 0.00
Bridge City 100.00 100.00 Nueva Vida (Port Author) 0.00 0.00
Buna 0.00 0.00 Orange 20.00 40.00
Cornerstone 0.00 0.00 Pecan Groves 0.00 0.00
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) 0.00 0.00 Pineywoods 15.00 55.00
Deweyville 0.00 0.00 Primary Purpose 0.00 30.00
Downtown 0.00 0.00 Rule #62 Young Peoples Group 0.00 0.00
Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Serenity 178.12 472.17
Fresh Start 0.00 0.00 St Francis 0.00 100.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) 0.00 0.00 The Buck Stops Here 0.00 0.00
Jasper Noon 0.00 0.00 TLC 0.00 112.00
Jasper Serenity 0.00 0.00 Un Dia A La Vez 0.00 0.00
Keep It Simple 0.00 0.00| | Vidor 0.00 0.00
Kirbyville 54.40 188.24 | | West End 0.00 0.00
Kountze Daylight 0.00 0.00 Winnie (Unconditional Love) 210.00 210.00
Lewis Drive 0.00 0.00| | Way Out 0.00 0.00
Lufkin 0.00 0.00 Women’s Gratitude Group 0.00 0.00
Lumberton Singleness of Purpose 0.00 150.00 Woodville 0.00 0.00
Mid County (Nederland) 0.00 0.00

Murray Street 10.00 33.00| | Totals 587.52 1595.41

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Associdiiof640 Eastex Frwy., Ste. 1d9RBeaumont, TX 77708
Phone: 408321107 Fax: 4089889771 Email: intergroup9@att.nét Web: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List?

Addresses AA Entities

Home Group:;

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address:

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell:

Area In Which You Will Serve:

CarAvailable:Yes_____No_____Languages Spoken

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA

Ninth District Intergroup
6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279
Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Southeast Texas Area 67
PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459



Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give currant volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the
monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107.

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Ne xt District 90l os|l Next 9t h Dist. | njt e
June 5, 2016 At Pp: 00 July 17, 2016 At] 2:
West End Group Westgat e Memorl-al Bapt

1235 Crockett, Beauront, 6220 Westgate Drive, PBeat

_ Everyone is encouraged| an
Everyone is encouraged| and Meeting is held in tHe r

Please visit our website (aabeaumont.org)
to download a copy of the flyer for the
following:

Keep It Simple Anniversary
Mid-County Campout

v Mustard Seed Anniversary

s Founders’ Day Conference

v Texas State Convention

District 90 35th Annual Convention

=

=

=
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If you are celebrating this month,

You could have had your name, sobriety date,
years of sobriety, home group listed.

To All May Celebrants!!!

Happy Sober Life!!!



Ar chi ves an
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First steps around the globe

Severance Hall ,

A. A.0s tenthwawmni versary e

2,500 of the Fellowship’s members and friends from 36 states [ |
and two Canadian provinces gather in Cleveland to honor Bill

W. and Dr. Bob and to celebrate ten years of Alcoholics Anon- Sth Step PrIHCIple
ymous. Sponsored by the city’s 44 groups, the two-day event

includes open-house meetings, parties, a tea, an assembly at '
Severance Hall (right), and a closing dinner at the Carter Ho- Integrlty

tel. According to a Grapevine reporter, the speeches of Bill and
Dr. Bob trace the development of A.A. with “gratitude, humili-
ty, and simplicity.” I I

Joi ning Afrdverdd whr 0edds,d € '

A.A. groups begin to spring up in other lands, with / \
word of the fledgling organization spreading south of 5th Promise

the border, across the Atlantic, and to the Pacific Rim.
The next decade also witnesses the Fellowship’s first

No matter how far down

international convention and the creation of the Gen- the scale we have gone we
eral Service Conference. will see how our experi-
The ar r tANaINuRef orga A | L encecan benefit others.
nized Family Groups, loved ones of A.A. members had gath- \ /
ered together and shared their experiences since the Fellow-

ship’s earliest days. At Bill W.’s urging, his wife Lois moves to PN

create a separate fellowship that will formalize these meetings. N

With Anne B., who had initiated a Family Group in Westches-
ter County, New York, Lois sends a letter to 87 such groups

suggesting that they unite under the name

of Al-Anon. The response is positive, and
Earl-An&h Family Gr oup__.é

Al-Anon Family Groups is born. In Janu-
ary 1952 Lois and Anne shift the growing
organization’s office from Stepping Stones
to the 24th Street Clubhouse in Manhat-
tan.




the Proof Is In

the Results

Keep It Simple

14th Anniversary

The Proof Is In The Results

1902 W. Cardinal Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77705
Contact # 409-673-3247

ay 14¢h, 201¢
Saturday
3:00pm

Come join us as we celebrate
|14 years of our doors being
open!!!

Helping others to help others!!!

Eating at 3pm
Guest Speaker at 4pm
Obeta M./Westend Group



25" Annual
Mid-County Group Camp-Out
Cabins, RV sites, and Tent Sites

https://koa.com/campgrounds/brookeland/reserve/

or call 409-698-3422

Mid-County Group would like to invite everyone
to our annual campout. We will have Speakers,
Campfire Meetings, Swimming, Washer-Boards,

ing and Canoeing, Full Moon Nature Hike

Creek”, Fishing, etc...

Artesian Springs Re§on, we have
eautiful KOA due to the recent

|

it and enjoy lfe with our common journey
oo - \‘

atio cnnlaetDan]409-728-3474 or

' vy 0F 84 L .
u'"' i R



. [ MUSTARD SEED 10™
- ' ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SATURDAY 5/28/2016
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE

WESTGATE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
(GYMNASIUM)

6220 Westqgate Dr, Beaumont
EAT AT 6:30

BRING A DISH/ DESSERT

IF YOU WISH
( !HAMS IN ADVAMEI
%
SPEAKER AT 7:30

Nathan (Primary Purpose)

Mustard Seed Group meets at Westgate Memorial Baptist Church on Tuesdays at 7:30 Closed
Discussion except for the last Tuesday of the month which is open to celebrate birthdays.



AA Speakers:

John H. - Sanford, FL

Astrid H. - Granada Hills, CA
Rose E. - Spring Hill, FL
Matthew M. - Port Orchard, WA
Michealine F. - Escondido, CA

70th Annual Texas State
AA Convention
Austin, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:

Jenny P. - Eureka Springs, AR
G.S5.0. Speaker:

Racy J. - New York City, NY
AA Historian Speaker:
Arthur S. - Arlington, TX

DoubleTree Hotel
6505 N. Interstate 35
Austin, TX 78752
(912) 454-3737
Room Rate: $109 (Group code SCA)
BADGES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CONVENTION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Register Online at www.txaaconvention.org
For information or to volunteer, contact us at: AustinAA2016@gmail.com

................................................ MAIL IN REGISTRATION. ...

First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City State Zip
Email Address Phone
2nd Registrant
First Name: Last Name: Badge Mame:
Address City Stafe Zip
Email Address Phone
__ AARegistration $35 Each 0 Cash
Al-Anon Registration $35 Each - ~ Check
Registration Donation for Scholarships R ™ Credit Card
TOTAL § —
Make checks payable fo:  Texas State AA Convention
PO, Box 8425

Round Rock, TX 78883




"The Result of These Steps"

35th ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 19,20 & 21, 2016

CONVENTION SPEAKERS Please make hote eservations drectly with:
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Beaumont Plaza
Fri. 08:00PM AA  Steve L, Nashville, TN mﬂﬂ;&ﬂg}j:ﬁdﬁﬁ"ﬂffm
Fri. 10:00PM AA Michael B., Beaumont, TX Holiday Inp Hotel & Syites.
Begumont Plaza (1-10 & Wwaldanh

Sat. 8:30 AM ARG Four Faces of Al-Anon
Convention Rate - $97 * per night

Sat. 01:00 PM Al-Anon Corrie L., Wetumpka, AL
Alateen Riley B., Beaumont, TX ONSITE REGISTRATION
Sat. 02:30PM  AA Workshop Pre-Registration ends Aug 12, 2016! {Ay A-inon 510, -t:ulﬁ].

Onsite Registrati Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 2:00 PM
Sat. 03:45PM  AA 0Old Timers nsite Registration opens Fri, Aug at

Sat. 08:00 PM AA Rich B., Ocean City, MD AA/ Al-Anon: iuea Alateen: $5ea
Sat. 10:00 PM Dance Dance mhf \g Gea Euﬂmf @ w/ mgﬁmmn
| sun. 1000 AA  MaryD. Comles, i | ke it copentin izion
Hospitality Suites... Sobriety Countdown... First Timers Contest... Raffle.. Marathon Meetings... lce Cream Sodial
VWESTRIVE TO BESELFSUPPORTING - PLEASEDOMUTE TOTHE CORFEE ANDHOSPITALITY SUNTE COWTREBUTIONCANG!

Note: The city of Besumaont has & smoke free ondinance. Sn'nil‘hnhlm are available, but we &ncourage youto register early due to limited svailsbility.
Dutdoor smoking areas will be designated to sccommiodate our smoking guests during the comve ntion.
L

b b v i b
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Namel : Name 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address Address:
City, 5tate, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name: Badge Mame:
Home Group: Home Group:
CheckOne: ___ AA ___ Al-Anon ___ Alateen' Check One: AA Al-Anon
- Alateen’

Check if Needed: __ASL Interpreter_ Spamish Tronsktor__ Special Accom,Weed
Check if Needed: _ ASL Inferpreter Spomish Tromsistor__ Special Accom/Need

Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed: IMIAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORMSTO:
{ }AA @5 10.00 each 5
{ } AtAnon @ $ 10.00 each S District 90 Convention Treasurer
{ 1} Algteen @ $ 3.00 each e
{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591
TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, TX 77619

We T averyone to ee- -register and o bank any rooms before the July qub-off date ||1uu r.wrh:n”

@ This helps keep registration fres
low/max. convention exp./hospitality/available scholarships—that we may Serve and Carry the Message.



"Los Resultado de estos Pasos"

35th CONVENCION ANNUAL DEL DISTRITO 90
August 19, 20, & 21, 2016

Por Bugt hago! reservaciones directamente con:

COMNVENCION ORADORES ¥ EVENTOS
Hotwday [uo Totel & Suites, Bewumont Tlozu

Fri. 08 00 P ) i 3950 |10 South at Walden Read
fle EORUERETA SIGHE L TRl N Phone [410) 435095, Fax (408 842-510
Fri. 10:00PK Al Wichael B., Braumnnt, TX Hua'igaw Inn Hotel & Sutes

Begurment Pleza (-10 & Walzen)
Sab. 0830 AM AFG Cuatra Caras de Al-Anon .
Tawa de Commndon- 597 * por mechr

gat. 1000 AN AR Usa C., Portland, DR * o reservadas por Fecha linile= 29 de Juliu Je 2006

Sat. 0100 PMW Al-Amon Comrle L, Wetumpha, AL
Mateen Riley B, Beaurnont, TX

Szt 0Z:30 PO AA Taller

Bt 03:43 PM AA Viejos Tempeotizadares

ONSITE REGISTRACION
Preftiget| peiden termina al 12 de Agasto de 2005 Loyl s cnsizmenss
Abretegisten en el sitio viemes, 19de Azasto de 2016 a 14:00

&4 § Al-Anon g 11ca Alateen.., 35 ea
Sat, DE-DOFM  AA Rich B., Geean Clty, MD Sdle bailer & eq Cald....Inclul do eon & reglsbran
Sat. 10000 PM Bailar ka enteeda al baile inclvye on la registracicn,
+ Solp pore ) bhaile 52 vendersn fos baletos en io puarto sel salan
Sun. 10:0DAM AA Mlary D., Ennale:_.' M hA Aokndy.

—
Hospitafity Suites... Cuenta reprecha sobriedad... Conoursd. de nowatas... Rifa..  Reaniones de margton....|ce Craar Socisl
B S IOR2 M0 PORL PR ALTER L AOGTE -POR FAAPDA COTEN ALSS LATAS DE COMTRIBUEN CAREY HOSRTALTY SURE!

Picka Lo tledsd b Beaumcait tine ki i tgs2a lile e hurmg. Hakilariomes del hotel Furnar extEn deponibibes, paro b= an memas a regetrarse e nprana debido a la
disparDEDIE Ie0d,. E3padiog B furbdane s ol are liboe war 0 deaprades par acomadar a nuestrns hstspedes de fumar dueanmts: 13 Camaenian.
5 S 3

- T e &= e
PRE-REGISTRATION FORMA
Normbre 1; Nombme 2;
Email Addross; Email Address:
Direccian; CH e c e
Ciudad ctadn y fip: Cludad v eskade v ip;
Diskintive Nombre; Olstintive  Narmbre:
Grupg Base: Grupo Base:
Tl rgue Une: Ak Aldnon_ Alsteen’ | Margue Uno: A Al-Anen  _ Alateen’
Chect iTneeded: __nuil intempeeter__tpenosh Trarsbnr__Spenal docomeedl Cheo il toeded: 850 Inwipid et Spanth Traesbilen_ Speval A wm, Mo
Pte-Registration: .
[ 48851000 rach ¢ HAGA 5US CHEQUES PAGABLES A
[ I Aldngn @ % 10.00 cach 3 .
(] Alateen @ § 3.00each : District S0 Conventian Treasurer
{ } Matrocinader Denacicn PO Bax 1591

S Groves, TX 77619
TOTALENCLOSED 5

'Alatcens tienen que Grmar una note de parmiso sig!

@. W g vy T e rcean i dond B bk onecocens e the Jobe con ol atazs whaee possiide, T belps ferge sopidrai o fiv
S cwevpetiopn e et s henerghes — e e ey Seevy o Caeey L Aessan




¥ Maylawor Hotel, | Alron, Qhig
A 3

Registration opens March 1, 2016 at 9:00 am
https: ’Hfoundcrsdayreglstratlon akronaa.org
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