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THE joy of living is the
theme of A.A.'s Twelfth
Step, and action is its key
word. Here we turn out-
ward toward our fellow
alcoholics who are still in
distress. Here we experi-
ence the kind of giving
that asks no rewards.

Here we begin to practice
all Twelve Steps of the
program in our daily lives
so that we and those
about us may find emo-
tional sobriety.

When the Twelfth Step is
seen in its full implication,
it is really talking about
the kind of love that has
no price tag on it.

Our Twelfth Step also
says that as a result of
practicing all the Steps,
we have each found
something called a spir-
itual awakening. To new
A.A.'s, this often seems
like a very dubious and
improbable state of
affairs.

“What do you mean
when you talk about a
'spiritual awakening'?”
they ask.

Maybe there are as many
definitions of spiritual
awakening as there are
people who have had
them. But certainly each
genuine one has some-
thing in common with all
the others.

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions—
Pg. 106

THE spiritual substance of anonymity is sacrifice. Because A.A.'s Twelve Traditions
repeatedly ask us to give up personal desires for the common good, we realize that
the sacrificial spirit—well symbolized by anonymity—is the foundation of them all.
Itis A.A.'s proved willingness to make these sacrifices that gives people their high

confidence in our future.

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions—Pg. 184



I am responsible. When
anyone, anywhere, reach-
es out for help, | want the

hand of AA always to be

there. And for that: | am
responsible.
—
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Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-
ed at: 6640 Eastex Freeway,
Suite 149A, Beaumont, TX
77708. 1t is about, by and for the
members of the Fellowship of
AA. Opinions expressed herein
are Not to be attributed to AA as
a whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is
required and anonymity is re-
spected. m

Stepping Stones

The Concept here considered consists of Article 12 of the Conference Char-
ter. There are good reasons for placing it in this context.

Taken as a whole, our Conference Charter is the substance of an informal agree-

ment, which was made between the A.A. groups and their trustees in 1955. It is
the agreed basis upon which the General Service Conference operates. In part,
the Charter is an elastic document; its first eleven Articles can be readily amended
by the Conference itself at any time.

But Article 12 of the Charter stands in a class by itself. An amendment or a can-
cellation of any of its vital Warranties would require the written consent of three
quarters of all the directory-listed A.A. groups who would actually vote on any
such proposals, and the considerable time of six months is allowed for careful de-
liberation. (This would include all A.A. groups known to the general service offices

around the world.) Although changes in the Warranties of Article 12 thus have
been made difficult, they have not been made impossible.

Excerpts from The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service by Bill W.—pg. 60
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Letter from the Editor

Welcome.

December can be a joyous time of year, but it also can be filled with stressful gather-
ings and sky-high expectations. Luckily, the Fellowship of AA has great tools to help us
stay sober and connected and to reach out to others. In this month’s special section,
members share memorable holiday experiences. And since it's a good time of year to
remember our remote AA communities, we feature a couple of stories about our fel-
lows in faraway places and the members who step up to help.

Broke and lonely on Christmas Day, a brand-new member hits the road, desperate to
find some service to do, and gets an unexpected surprise in the story “Thumbing for
the Holidays.” One snowy Christmas Eve, to a newcomer’s astonishment, a man in
Colorado leaves his warm home to help him get to a meeting in "Woody’s Gift.” In the
light-hearted essay “Picture Perfect,” a man in California recalls the hundreds of
drunken holiday photos he once posed for, and how this year, he won't ruin the scen-
ery. And finally, “Light in a Long Winter” and “Long Distance Hugs” illustrate some
challenges our remote AA communities—from Maine to Yukon to Hawaii—encounter,
as well as the many opportunities to do service, especially this time of year.

We invite you to join the final month of this year’s challenge, 4 Seasons of Service
with Grapevine and La Vifia, and share stories of experience from your region. See
page 7 for details. Please send us your personal stories of recovery in AA. Your letters,
jokes and comments are welcome too. Visit www.aagrapevine.org/contribute. Take
part in fellowship and have a warm and wonderful holiday season everyone!

In Fellowship,
The Editor

senioreditor@aagrapevine.org


http://www.aagrapevine.org/contribute
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Oroaty Contvibutions — Hovember, 2017

Group Month YtoD Group Month YtoD

6 O'Clock $0.00 $0.00|Lumberton Singleness of Purpose $0.00 $240.00
A New Beginning (Woodville) $0.00 $0.00|Mid County (Nederland) $40.00 $120.00
Anahuac $0.00 $0.00[Murray Street $9.00 $19.36)
Bolivar $0.00 $0.00[Mustard Seed $0.00 $918.00
Bridge City $0.00 $250.00{New Life $0.00 $0.00
Buna $0.00 $0.00{Newton $0.00 $0.00
Cornerstone $0.00 $10.00[Nueva Vida (Port Arthur) $0.00 $0.00.
Dam Group (Hwy. 225) $0.00 $0.00|{Orange $0.00 $110.00
Deweyville $0.00 $0.00|Pecan Groves $0.00 $0.00!
Downtown $0.00 $0.00[Pineywoods $0.00 $80.00
Fellowship $0.00  $2,570.79|Primary Purpose $40.00 $123.76
Fresh Start $100.00 $816.57|Rule #62 Young Peoples Group $0.00 $0.00
Friends of Bill (Port Author) $0.00 $0.00[Serenity $0.00 $594.86
Hope Group $0.00 $211.41|St Francis $0.00 $0.00
Jasper Noon $0.00 $0.00|The Buck Stops Here $0.00 $50.00
Jasper Serenity $0.00 $0.00[TLC $0.00 $155.00
Keep It Simple $0.00 $0.00/Un Dia A La Vez $0.00 $0.00
Kirbyville $0.00 $256.24| Vidor $0.00 $0.00
Kountze Daylight $0.00 $0.00{West End $0.00 $33.00
Lewis Drive $0.00 $0.00/Winnie (Unconditional Love) $0.00 $256.00
Liberty $50.00 $100.00| Way Out $0.00 $0.00
Lufkin $0.00 $0.00{Women’s Gratitude Group $0.00 $0.00

Totals $239.00]  $7,014.99

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Association — 4220 College St — Beaumont, TX 77707
Phone: 409-832-1107 — Fax: 409-898-8977 — E-mail: intergroup9@att.net — Weh: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List? Addresses AA Entities

9th District Intergroup
Home Group:; 6640 Eastex Frwy, Suite 149 A
Beaumont, TX 77708

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address: District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell: Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Area In Which You Will Serve:

Southeast Texas Area 67

Car Available: Yes No Languages Spoken PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TU w TH F SA PO Box 459
New York, NY 10163-0459

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6PM-12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM




Opportunities For Service

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for
men to go into the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give cur-
rant volunteers a much needed break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To
find out more information please come to the monthly CSR meeting and talk with the correction com-

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Next 9th Dist. Intergroup Meet-
ing
January 14, 2018 At 2:00 PM

Westgate Memorial Baptist Church
6220 Westgate Drive, Beaumont, TX

Next District 90 GSR Meeting
January 6, 2018 At 2:00 PM

West End Group
1235 Crockett, Beaumont, TX

Everyone is encouraged and welcome to Everyone is encouraged and welcome to

Meeting is held in the rear of the building.

9th District Intergroup News Years Eve Bash

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
1350 N 23rd St, Beaumont, TX 77706

Sunday—December 31, 2017
7:00 Fellowship and Dinner

8:00 Speaker: Rocco M - Beaumont, TX

9:00 Raffle then Dance Pay at Door— $10
Groups Bring Dessert

For More Info Call Julian at 409-331-4331
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56" Annual SETA Convention
January 19, 20, 21, 2018
"As The Result Of These Steps... (AA pg. 60)”

Registration Friday
Registration Foes: 8:00prn AA Speaker- Jimmy L., Wallis TX
AMAl-Anon Farly  $10 9:00pm lee Croam Sorial
On site 815 10:00pm Spanish Speaker, TED
Saturday
Alateen/Child Free 9:00am Katy 1X

10:30am peaker-Patrick C., NYC
1:00 it AlteerSncaker- Gracle, Beguronl, 1%
Al-Anon Speaker-Father Tom, CA
Spoaker-TBA
e .anish Speaker-TBA

AA Speaker-Father Tom, Qakland CA
Jance

Saturday Dance (oNiy)$s
Donce included in registration fee

Early Registration:

Gpen through {(December 28, 701/) i

Onsite Registration 3

Opens 2:00pm on Friday w T 1:002m M Speaker-Thelma J, Beaumont, TX
Hotel jueen rte 5109 per night/Hozal cujt'%at RabdpCEBERES 2017, Plegse mention i ronvention when nakirg hote!
reservitions (A00|842-5995. Hollday fon & Suite ) Ve Ad.|, Braumont, 1X

St Mokl auaatons ke 1o =al corde
ALY L2 Are many AN condacanies hald
thers zre ro duses ar v for 28 mzaiLensk

RIS ANV N S # INDATRR 0 Tty 39 £43 48 190 /s Srpaziereein a browg
B CINSTIE MR s of these gar sdinpe 1z gl Uy urs A& meeting,, o sinre
ALy ran LS i nees. Canvaal s 3nd conter wes arn aneelal evenis, rof raga o

akn:n-unlbn.
rd b o G
e

s, They roiguive sonths of pamng precsrbos LSRR e WIEITRERNE. SInos et sverss ang 1y bate slearssaron ceniurs, 2 Mdiomzntion mneeadll
requine thesl, e 3oen ann v ulies ard MliE M e and bacging lue vonferenre, <ovsders, anittng of Npevs, pregrams ared schoduics,
Fostars Al suppries, S lara eaer: uy I LR EAr Tl 3 2 e e lanis af ¢ coneanlonenederanie i; wamtany, o hiemec atiusding e partof o

210U 15 OEtanal WIS ¢ resauratre Al ek v nils Soe R 1

Name

Bazjze Name Quantity  Price

lleme Group credeone AN Alnne Alslesn AA

Hrny Badge Mame__ — cAbmon ..

Horw: Group__ S5 " il W . drcleume A4 Alnen Alzteen _Alsteen

Address_ Phone_ -

Cley/Sten/Zip Ferail__ - _DANCF o
_ Scholarshlpis) phcnis

Reglster Dnline: irr_ps://www.zmssgmcomvcwon.svmaknacﬂ Total

By Mail: 2018 SETA Conventlon, PO Box 73, Silsbea, TX 77656

Alateens must haye permission slips!] Please Indirate Suecial Neads in space provided balow:



Twelth Step Prayer

Dear God, Having had a spiritual
experience, I must now remember
that "faith without works is dead."”
And PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
shows that nothing will so much in-
sure immunity from drinking as in-
tensive work with other alcoholics.
So, God, please help me to carry
this message to other alcoholics!
Provide me with the guidance and
wisdom to talk with another alco-
holic because I can help when no
one else can. Help me secure his
confidence and remember he is ill.

Derived from text found on page 86 of Alcoholics Anonymous - the Big Book

Prayer of St Francis of Assisi

Lord, make a channel of Thy peace. That where
there is hatred, I may bring love. That where there
is wrong, I may bring the spirit of forgiveness. That
where there is discord, I may bring harmony. That
where there is error, I may bring truth. That where
there is doubt, I may bring faith. That where there
is despair, I may bring hope. That where there are
shadows, I may bring light. That where there is
sadness, I may bring joy. Lord, grant that I may
seek rather to comfort than to be comforted. To un-
dertand, thatn to be understood. To love, than to be
loved. For it is by self-forgetting that one finds. It is
by forgiving that one is forgiven. It is by dying that
one awakens to Eternal Life. AMEN

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions p. 99
—Reprinted by permission by AA World Services, Inc.

12th Step Principle

Service

J

12th Promise

We suddenly realize

that God is doing for

us what we could not
do for ourselves.

-




