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“Our public relations policy is based on attraction ra-
ther than promotion; we need always maintain per-
sonal anonymity at the level of press, radio and 
films.” 

“Sought through prayer and meditation to im-
prove our conscious contact with God as we un-
derstood  Him, praying only for knowledge of His 

will for us and the power to carry that out.” 

Step 11 

Prayer and medita-
tion are our principal 
means of conscious 
contact with God. 

We A.A.’s are active 
folk, enjoying the sat-
isfactions of dealing 
with the realities of 
life, usually for the 
first time in our lives, 
and strenuously try-
ing to help the next 
alcoholic who comes 
along. So it isn’t sur-
prising that we often 
tend to slight serious 
meditation and pray-
er as something not 
really necessary. To 
be sure, we feel it is 

something that might 
help us to meet an oc-
casional emergency, 
but at first many of us 
are apt to regard it as 
a somewhat mysteri-
ous skill of clergymen, 
from which we may 
hope to get a 
secondhand benefit. 
Or perhaps we don’t 
believe in these things 
at all. 

To certain newcomers 
and to those one-time 
agnostics who cling to 
the A.A. group as their 
higher power, claims 
for the power of 
prayer may, despite 

all the logic and expe-
rience in proof of it, 
still be unconvincing 
or quite objectionable. 

 Those of us who once 
felt this way can cer-
tainly understand and 
sympathize. We well 
remember how some-
thing deep inside us 
kept rebelling against 
the idea of bowing 
before any God.   

 
Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions—Pg. 96 

.      

Tradition 11 

Without its legions of well-wishers, A.A. could never have grown as it 
has. Throughout the world, immense and favorable publicity of every 
descriptions has been the principal means of bringing alcoholics into our 
Fellowship. In A.A, offices, clubs and homes, telephones ring constantly. 
One voice says, “I read a piece in the newspapers…”; another, “ We 
heard a radio program…”; and still another, “We saw a moving pic-
ture…” or “We saw something about A.A. on television…” It is no exag-
geration to say that half of A.A.’s membership has been led to us 
through channels like these. 

                   Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions—Pg. 183 
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I am responsible. 
When anyone, any-

where, reaches out for 
help, I want the hand 
of AA always to be 

there. And for that: I 
am responsible. 

Stepping Stones is a monthly 

newsletter of the Ninth District 

Intergroup  with the office locat-

ed at: 4224 College St, Beau-

mont,TX 77707. It is about, by 

and for the members of the Fel-

lowship of AA. Opinions ex-

pressed herein are Not to be 

attributed to AA as a whole, nor 

does publication of information 

imply any endorsement by either 

AA or the Ninth District Inter-

group. 

Quotations and artwork from 

AA literature are reprinted with 

permission from AA World 

Service, Inc. and/or The AA 

Grapevine, Inc. 

Contributions from our read-

ers is encouraged. Submissions 

are edited for space and clarity 

only. Contact information is 

required and anonymity is re-

spected.   ■ 
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Stepping Stones 

Concept XI 
While the Trustees hold final responsibility for A.A.’s 
world service administration, they should always 
have the assistance of the best possible standing com-
mittees, corporate service directors, executives, staffs 
and consultants. Therefore the composition of these 
underlying committees and service boards, the per-
sonal qualifications for their members, the manner of 
their induction into service, the systems of their rota-
tion, the way in which they are related to each other, 
the special rights and duties of our executives, staffs 
and consultants, together with a proper basis for the 
financial compensation of these special workers, will 
always be matters for serious care and concern. 

 The longtime success of our General Service Board will rest not 
only on the capabilities of the Trustees themselves; it will depend quite 
as much upon the competent leadership and harmonious association of 
those non-Trustee committee members, corporate service directors, exec-
utives and staff members who must actively carry on A.A.’s world ser-
vices. Their quality and dedication, or their lack of these characteristics, 
will make or break our structure of service. Our final dependency on 
them will always be great indeed.  

 Far more than most of the Trustees, these servants will be in direct 
contact with A.A. world-wide, and their performance will be constantly 
on view. They will perform most of the routine labor, they will carry on 
most of our services. They will travel widely and will receive most visi-
tors at the Headquarters. They will often originate new plans and poli-
cies. Some of them will eventually become Trustees. Because this group 
will form the visible image of world service, most A.A.’s will measure 
our service values by what they see and feel in them. Members of this 
group will not only support  the world leadership of the Trustees; in the 
nature of the case they will be bound to share world leadership with 
them. 

 Fortunately we already have a sound internal structure of service 
in which a very competent group of non-Trustee servants are now work-
ing. Only a few refinements and changes will still be needed in A.A. 
World Services, Inc. and at The A.A. Grapevine, Inc., the later being a 
comparatively recent comer to our service scene. The main outlines of 
this underlying structure are now defined, and the effectiveness of this 
arrangement has been well proven. 

  
   Excerpts from The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service  by Bill W. 



http://www.aagrapevine.org/ 
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November 1993  

A Suggestion for Thanksgiving 
By: Bill W.  
From the November 1949 Grapevine 

  

The idea is in the air that AA might adopt Thanksgiving week as a time for meetings and meditation on 
the Traditions of Alcoholics Anonymous. . . I heartily agree. . . and hope you will too.  

Pre-AA, we alkies could sometimes achieve that dubious state called "sobriety, period." How bleak and 
empty this alleged virtue is, only God or a dried-up drunk can fully testify. The reason? Of course eve-
ry AA knows it: nothing has taken the place of the victim's grog; he's still a man of conflict and disuni-
ty. Comes then the Twelve Steps of Recovery, bringing to him a "personality change." The shattered 
prospect feels reassembled; he now says he seems all one piece. We understand exactly what he means, 
for he describes the state of being "at oneness"; he is talking about personal unity. We know he must 
work to maintain it and that he can't stay alive without it.  

Will not the same principle hold true for AA as a whole? Isn't it also a fact that the alcoholic is in no 
greater peril than when he takes sobriety for granted? If vigilant practice of sound principle is a matter 
of life and death for him, why isn't that equally so for the AA group, and for our far-flung Society it-
self?  

Yet many of us still take the basic unity of Alcoholics Anonymous for granted. We seem to forget that 
the whole of modern society is on a dangerous and contagious "dry bender." We evidently assume we 
are so different from other men and women that disintegration can't hit us. Our unity appears as a gift 
of Heaven; something to be perpetually enjoyed by us AAs quite without effort.  

Criticism is not intended, because our present attitude is natural enough. It stems from the fact that no 
Society in its infancy has ever enjoyed more providential protection against temptation and untoward 
happenings than has ours. Minor troubles we have had, but none serious enough to test our adult 
strength. It's not strange that we are a bit complacent and self-satisfied. Surely there need be no coun-
sel of fear, nor lack of faith in the prediction that a far greater time of trial may yet be ours. When we 
think our situation through, simple prudence and foresight will tell us that.  

The Twelve Traditions of Alcoholics Anonymous are a distillate of our experience of living and work-
ing together. They apply the spirit of the Twelve Recovery Steps to our group life and security. They 
deal with our relations with the world outside and with each other, they state our attitudes toward 
power and prestige, toward property and money. They would save us from tempting alliances and ma-
jor controversies, they would elevate principles far above personal ambitions. And, as a token of this 
last, they request that we maintain personal anonymity before the open public as a protection to AA 
and as proof of the fact that our Society intends to practice true humility.  

For the information of the general public and for the instruction of new AA members, the Twelve Tra-
ditions have just been released in a much condensed "short form" which we hope will be as widely 
read and understood as the Twelve Steps of Recovery. Should this happen, our current growing pains 
will be lessened and we shall commence to lay up a great store of insurance for the years ahead.  

What then could be more appropriate than to set aside Thanksgiving week for discussion of the prac-
tice and spiritual values to be discovered in our Tradition? We could thus reinforce our faith in the 
future by these prudent works; we could show that we deserve to go on receiving that priceless gift of 
"Oneness" which God in his wisdom has so freely given to us of Alcoholics Anonymous in the precious 
years of our infancy.  

 

The Editor  

editorinchief@aagrapevine.org  
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We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to: 

Ninth District Intergroup Association — 4224 College St — Beaumont, TX 77707 

Phone: 409-832-1107  — E-mail: steppingstones@aabeaumont.org — Web: aabeaumont.org 

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List? Addresses AA Entities 

Group Contributions — October 2024 

9th District Intergroup 
4224 College  

Beaumont, TX 77707 

District 90 GSR Committee 
PO Box 21279 

Beaumont, TX 77720-1279 

Southeast Texas Area 67 
PO Box 130433 

Houston, TX 77219-0433 

AA General Service Office 
PO Box 2407 

James A. Farley Station 

New York, NY 10116-2407 

 Group Month Y to D Group Month Y to D 

6 O'Clock $0.00  $0.00  Lufkin $0.00 $0.00 

A New Beginning $0.00  $0.00  Lumberton SOP $0.00 $0.00 

Any Lengths $0.00  $680.00  Mid County $0.00 $80.00 

Anahuac $0.00  $50.00  Murray Street $0.00 $0.00 

Bolivar $0.00  $500.00  Mustard Seed $0.00 $915.00 

Bridge City $0.00  $0.00  New Life $0.00 $0.00 

Buna $0.00  $0.00  Newton $0.00 $0.00 

Cornerstone $0.00  $0.00  Orange $0.00 $460.00 

Deweyville $0.00  $0.00  Pecan Groves $0.00 $0.00 

Downtown $0.00  $0.00  Pineywoods $0.00 $0.00 

Fellowship $0.00  $0.00  Personal Stories Group $0.00 $0.00 

Fresh Start $0.00  $200.00  Port Arthur  $0.00 $0.00 

Friends of Bill  $0.00  $0.00  Primary Purpose $0.00 $0.00 

Hope Group $0.00  $0.00  Serenity $600.00 $1,000.00 

Jasper Noon $0.00  $342.00  St Francis $0.00 $900.00 

Jasper Serenity $0.00  $0.00  The Buck Stops Here $0.00 $0.00 

Keep It Simple $0.00  $10.04  TLC $228.00 $457.00 

Kirbyville $0.00  $127.16  Vidor $0.00 $137.00 

Kountze Daylight $0.00  $0.00  West End $0.00 $100.00 

Lewis Drive $0.00  $0.00  Unconditional Love $0.00 $536.00 

Liberty  $0.00  $150.00  Way Out $0.00 $0.00 

Lifeline  $0.00  $0.00  Totals $828.00 $6,644.20 



Next District 90 GSR Meeting 

December 8, 2024 At 2:00 PM 

West End Group 

1235 Crockett, Beaumont, TX 

 

Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend. 

Next 9th Dist. Intergroup Meeting 

 January 19, 2025 At 2:00 PM 

West End Group 

1235 Crockett, Beaumont, TX 
 

Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend. 

Announcements 

Opportunities For Service 

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE 

We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities.  

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES 

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into 
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give current volunteers a much needed 
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the 

monthly GSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-832-1107. 
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Intergroup would like to congratulate everyone who is 
celebrating a sobriety birthday in November!!! 

We are not a  

glum lot. 

 SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE 

Alcoholics Anonymous  page 568 

Most emphatically we wish to say that any 
alcoholic capable of honestly facing his prob-
lems in the light of our experience can recov-
er, provided he does not close his mind to all 
spiritual concepts. He can only be defeated by 
an attitude of intolerance or belligerent deni-
al…… 

“There is a principle which is a bar against  
all information, which is proof against all ar-
guments and which cannot fail to keep a man 
in everlasting ignorance—-that principle is 
contempt prior to investigation.” 

 

—Herbert Spencer 

November 2024 | The Gift Of Gratitude | In Every Issue 

  

At Wit’s End 
 

Heard at a meeting  

“I’m not rolling my eyes at you. I’m thinking of something my 
sponsor said.”  

     Jeanne N.  

     Mountainlake Terrace, Wash.  

Make that a double  

I thought I might have a problem with alcohol when my bartend-
er gave me a meeting schedule.  

     Gregory P.  

     Indianapolis, Ind.  

Just to be clear  

A sponsor took great pains to explain to a newcomer that in AA 
the terms pride, greed, anger, envy, lust, gluttony and sloth are 
generally known as the Seven Deadly Sins—not the Bill of 
Rights. 

     Paul C.  

     Oceanside, Calif.  

Step 11,  12 & 12, table of contents, pg. 8 

Meditation and prayer main 
channels to Higher Power. Con-
nection between self-examination 
and meditation and prayer. An 
unshakeable foundation for life. 


