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Step 12

“Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these
steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics, and
to practice these principles in all our affairs.”

The joy of living is the
theme of AA's
Twelfth Step. and ac-
tion is its key word.
Here we turn outward
toward our fellow al-
coholics who are still
in distress. Here we
experience the kind
of giving that asks no
rewards.

Here we begin to
practice all Twelve
Steps of the program
in our daily lives so
that we and those
about us may find
emotional sobriety.

When the Twelfth
Step is seen in its full

implication,

it is really talking
about the kind of love
that has no price tag
on it.

Our Twelfth Step also
says that as a result
of practicing all the
Steps. we have each
found something
called a spiritual
awakening. To new
A.A's, this often seems
like a very dubious
and improbable state
of affairs.

“What do you mean
when you talk about
a ‘spiritual awaken-

Wradition 12

ing'?” they ask.
Maybe there are as
many definitions of
spiritual awakening
as there are people
who have had them.
But certainly each
genuine one has
something in common
with all the others.

Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-
tions— Pg. 106

“Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our tradi-
tions, ever reminding us to place principles before

personalities.”

The spiritual substance of anonymity is sacrifice. Because A.A''s Twelve
Traditions repeatedly ask us to give up personal desires for the com-
mon good, we realize that the sacrificial spirit—well symbolized by ano-
nymity—is the foundation of them dll. It is A.A's proved willingness to
make these sacrifices that gives people their high confidence in our fu-

ture.

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions—Pg. 187




Stepping Stones

I am responsible. When

anyone, anywhere, reach-

es out for help, | want the

hand of AA always to be

there. And for that: | am
responsible.
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Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup ~ with the office
located at: 4224 College St,
Beaumont, TX 77707. It is
about, by and for the members
of the Fellowship of AA. Opin-
ions expressed herein are Not
to be attributed to AA as a
whole, nor does publication of
information imply any endorse-
ment by either AA or the Ninth
District Intergroup.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submis-
sions are edited for space and
clarity only. Contact infor-
mation is required and anonym-
ity is respected. m

“General Warranties of the Conference: in all its pro-
ceedings. the General Service Conference shall ob-
serve the spirit of the AA Traditions, taking great care
that the conference never becomes the seat of peri-
lous wealth or power: that sufficient operating funds,
plus an ample reserve, be its prudent financial princi-
ple: that none of the Conference Members shall ever
be placed in a position of unqualified authority over
any of the others; that all important decisions be
reached by discussion, vote and, whenever possible,
by substantial unanimity; that no Conference action
ever be personally punitive or an incitement to public
controversy; that though the Conference may act for
the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never
perform any acts of government; and that, like the So-
ciety of Alcoholics Anonymous which it serves, the
Conference itself will always remain democratic in
thought and action.”

The AA Service Manual, 12 Concepts for World Services—pg. 60

The Concept here considered consists of Article 12 of the Conference
Charter. There are good reasons for placing it in this confext.

Taken as a whole, our Conference Charter is the substance of an infor-
mal agreement. which was made between the A A. groups and their
frustees in 1955. It is the agreed basis upon which the General Service
Conference operates. In part, the Charter is an elastic document: its first
eleven Articles can be readily amended by the Conference itself at any
time.

But Article 12 of the Charter stands in a class by itself. An amendment or
a cancellation of any of its vital Warranties would require the written
consent of three quarters of all the directory-listed A.A. groups who
would actually vote on any such proposals, and the considerable time
of six months is allowed for careful deliberation. (This would include all
A A. groups known to the general service offices around the world.) Alt-
hough changes in the Warranties of Article 12 thus have been made dif-
ficult, they have not been made impossible.

Excerpts from The A.A. Service Manual/,Twelve Concepts for World Service by Bill W.—pg. 60




Page 3

Subscribe

Volume 14, Issue 12
Online
] or Print

ARGRAPEVINE §=

The International Journal of Alcoholics Anonymous http://www.aagrapevine.org/

To Receive Grapevine go the website and order

December 1993

Twelve Days
By: Peter W. | Garrison, New York

On the First Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .the Gift of Sobriety
On the Second Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Third Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of
Sobriety

On the Fourth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted
Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Fifth Day of Christmas, Program gave to me. . .Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings
Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Sixth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Six Prayers A'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to
Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Seventh Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A'Praying
Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Eighth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six
Prayers A'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobri-
ety

On the Ninth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Nine Rides A'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Spon-
sors' Suggestions Six Prayers A'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends
And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Tenth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Ten People Sharin' Nine Rides A'Givin' Eight lessons
Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings
Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Eleventh Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . .Eleven Life Stories Ten People Sharin' Nine Rides
A'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A'Praying Five Gold Coins Four Books to Read
Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, the Program gave to me. . . Twelve Steps to Live By Eleven Life Stories Ten Peo-
ple Sharin' Nine Rides A'Givin' Eight lessons Learnin' Seven Sponsors' Suggestions Six Prayers A'Praying Five Gold
Coins Four Books to Read Three Step Meetings Two Trusted Friends And the Gift of Sobriety

editorinchief@aagrapevine.org
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Guoup Contributions — November, 2025

Group Month YtoD Group Month YtoD
6 O'Clock $0.00 $0.00|Lufkin $0.00 $0.00
A New Beginning $0.00 $0.00|Lumberton SOP $0.00 $200.00
Any Lengths $0.00 $800.00|Mid County $30.00 $115.00
Anahuac $0.00 $100.00|Murray Street $0.00 $0.00
Bolivar $0.00 $0.00[Mustard Seed $0.00 $594.00
Bridge City $0.00 $0.00|New Life $0.00 $0.00
Buna $0.00 $0.00[Newton $0.00 $0.00
Cornerstone $0.00 $0.00/Orange $20.00 $200.00
Deweyville $0.00 $0.00|Pecan Groves $0.00 $0.00
Downtown $0.00 $0.00[Pineywoods $0.00 $0.00
Fellowship $0.00 $0.00|Personal Stories Group $0.00 $0.00
Fresh Start $0.00 $0.00|Port Arthur $0.00 $0.00
Friends of Bill $0.00 $0.00|Primary Purpose $0.00 $0.00
Hope Group $0.00 $0.00|Serenity $0.00 $2,040.00
Jasper Noon $0.00 $513.60(St Francis $0.00 $600.00
Jasper Serenity $0.00 $0.00|The Buck Stops Here $0.00 $0.00
Keep It Simple $0.00 $0.00|TLC $0.00 $255.00
Kirbyville $0.00 $179.04|Vidor $0.00 $52.00
Kountze Daylight $0.00 $0.00{West End $0.00 $70.00
Lewis Drive $0.00 $0.00|Unconditional Love $0.00 $586.00
Liberty $50.00 $200.00(Way Out $0.00 $0.00
Lifeline $0.00 $0.00|Totals $100.00 $6,504.64

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Association — 4224 College St — Beaumont, TX 77707
Phone: 409-832-1107 — E-mail: steppingstones@aabeaumont.org — Weh: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

Would You Be On Our 12 Step List? Addresses AA Entities

9th District Intergroup
Home Group: 4224 College Street
Beaumont, TX 77707

Name: (Please Print) Male/Female:

Address: District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279

Phone:  Home: Work: Cell: Beaumont, TX 77720-1279

Area In Which You Will Serve:

Southeast Texas Area 67

Car Available: Yes No Languages Spoken PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

AA General Service Office

Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV w TH F SA PO Box 2407
James A. Farley Station

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM -6 PM 6PM~12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM

New York, NY 10116-2407
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Oppotunities For Sewvice

SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go
into the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give current volunteers a much
needed break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please
come to the monthly GSR meeting and talk with the correction committee members or call Intergroup @ 409-

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE

We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities. Come to the next

Clnnauncelnént/o

Next District 90 GSR Meeting
January 4, 2026 At 2:00 PM

West End Group
1235 Crockett, Beaumont, TX

Everyone is encouraged and welcome
to attend.

Next 9th District Intergroup Meeting
January 18, 2026 At 2:00 PM

West End Group
1235 Crockett, Beaumont, TX

Everyone is encouraged and welcome
to attend.

SALE at Intergroup

Monday, December 15" thru Friday, December 19th

Engroy Z5Z OpyF
ALL Serchardese
(NNo Growp Charoses)

New Starting January 2026

Intergroup will be open every
third Saturday of each month.

Hours 10:00 AM —3:00 PM

January 17th




Ninth District Integroup
Invites YouToA. * .

WINTER WONDERLAND GATHERING OF A

A Jogful Fellowsliite

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 13TH-
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H@@[@y Birthday T@%@Qh

Intergroup would like to congratulate everyone who is
celebrating a sobriety birthday in December!!!
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July 2025 | AA Celebrates 90 Wonderful Years! | In Every Issue

ATWit’s End

Rigorous honesty
Jose N., Portland, Ore

I told my home group I had been talking with God lately. I said that he admonished
me, saying that as an elder senior member, 1 was too egotistically self-absorbed and
far too hypercritical of others. He added that I should become a humbler steward,
work harder with others and take a deep inventory of my actions and attitudes.

When I was finished sharing, my home group members offered this unanimous re-
sponse: “Thank God, our prayers have been answered!”

(MY PROBLEMISN'T REALLY MY
DRINKING.

IT'S THAT M SUCH A
PEOPLE PLEASER!

NAME THREE PEOPLE
WHO ARE ACTUALLY
PLEASED WITH YOU.

CesFC.

As Bill Sees It

8
A New Life

Is sobriety all that we are to expect of a spiritual
awakening? No, sobriety is only a bare beginning:; it
is only the first gift of the first awakening. If more
gifts are to be received, our awakening has to go on,
we find that bit by bit we can discard the old life—the
one that did not work—for a new life that can and
does work under any conditions whatever.

Regardless of worldly success or failure, regardless of
pain or joy, regardless of sickness or health or even of
death itself , a new life of endless possibilities can be
lived if we are willing to continue our awakening,
through the practice of A.A.’s Twelve Steps.
GRAPEVINE, DECEMBER 1957

84
Life Is Not a Dead End

When a man or a woman has a spiritual awakening,
the most important meaning of it is that he has now
become able to do, feel., and believe that which he
could not do before on his unaided strength and re-
sources alone. He has been granted a gift which
amounts to a new state of consciousness and being.

He has been set on a path which tells him he is really
going somewhere, that life is not a dead end, not
something to be endured or mastered. In a very real
sense he has been transformed, because he has laid
hold of a source of strength which he had hitherto
denied himself.

TWELVE AND TWELVE, PP. 106-107

We dre not ¢

glom lot.



