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“This is the step that sepa-
rates the men from the boys.”
So declares a well loved cKer-
gyman who happens to be
one of A.A’s greatest friends.
He goes on to explain that
any person capable of
enough willingness and hon-
esty to try repeatedly Step
Six on all his faults — without
reservations whatever — has
indeed come a long way spir-
itually, and is therefore enti-
tled to be called a man who
is sincerely trying to grow in
the image and likeness of his
own Creator.

Of course, the often disputed
question of whether God can
— and will, under certain con-
ditions — remove defects of
character will be answered
with a prompt affirmative by
almost any A.A. member. To
him, this proposition will be
no theory at all; it will be just
about the largest fact in his
life. He will usually offer his
proof in a statement like this:
“Sure, | was beaten, abso-
lutely licked. My own will-
power just wouldn’t work on
alcohol. Change of scene, the
best efforts of family, friends,
doctors, and clergymen got

no place with my alcoholism.
I simply couldn’t stop drink-
ing, and no human being
could seem to do the job for
me. But when | became will-
ing to clean house and then
asked a Higher Power, God
as | understood Him, to give
me release, my obsession to
drink vanished. It was lifted
right out of me.”

Twelve Steps and Twelve
Traditions—Page 63
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The moment we saw that we had an answer for alcoholism, it was reasonable (or so it seemed
aft the time) for us to feel that we might have the answer to a lot of other things. The A A.
groups, many thought. could go into business, might finance any enterprise whatever in the fo-
tal field of alcoholism. In fact we felt duty-bound to throw the whole weight of the A A. name

behind any meritorious cause.

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions—Page 155
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| am responsible.
When anyone, any-
where, reaches out for
help, | want the hand
of AA always to be
there. And for that: |

decision respecting large ma
d finance. But the Conferenc
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Stepping Stones is a monthly
newsletter of the Ninth District
Intergroup with the office locat-
ed at: 4224 College St, Beau-
mont, TX 77707. It is about, by
and for the members of the Fel-
lowship of AA. Opinions ex-
pressed herein are Not to be
attributed to AA as a whole, nor
does publication of information
imply any endorsement by either
AA or the Ninth District Inter-
group.

Quotations and artwork from
AA literature are reprinted with
permission from AA World
Service, Inc. and/or The AA
Grapevine, Inc.

Contributions from our read-
ers is encouraged. Submissions
are edited for space and clarity
only. Contact information is
required and anonymity is re-
spected.

of these matters should be e
Trustee members of the Co
t among themselves as the

Just as the A A. Groups find themselves unable to act decisively
respecting world service affairs unless they delegate a great amount of
active authority and responsibility to their Conference, so must the con-
ference in turn delegate a liberal administrative authority to the General
Service Board, in order that its Trustees may act freely and effectively in
the absence of the Conference itself.

This critical need for Trustee liberty of action raises several im-
portant questions. Next to the Conference, A.A.’s Board of Trustees
should be the most influential group of world servants that we have,
and therefore we shall have to consider carefully the kind and degree of
authority, responsibility, leadership, and legal status the Trustees must
possess in order to function at top effectiveness over the years to come.
We shall need to review and perhaps amend somewhat our present
methods of choosing Trustees. We shall need to define clearly the sever-
al kind s of professional and financial skills that will always be required
for a balanced trusteeship. Only by so doing can we permanently insure
the Board’s capability of future leadership.

In order to avoid continuous confusion, it will also be necessary to
show precisely how the Trustees ought to be related to the Conference
and just how they in turn should relate themselves to their active service
corporations, A.A. World Services, Inc. (including its division of A A. Pub-
lishing) and the A A. Grapevine, Inc., our monthly magazine .

Excerpts from The A.A. Service Manual,Twelve Concepts for World Services—pg. 24 of the Concepts Section
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June 2016 | Steps
Defects, What Defects?

By: Anonymous

Step Six doesn’t make us into robots. It helps us get the willingness to change
STEP SIX: Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

I remember walking into an AA meeting at the Tri-County center almost two years ago. I told myself, I’'m not like
these people. I don’t have a problem. I was scared and mentally and physically drained after having just been re-
leased from a detox. I quietly made my way into the meeting room.

What I now know to be the Twelve Steps were hanging near the chair where I sat. I read them and thought to my-
self that I had at least worked eight of the Steps already. I assumed that the others would not be that hard. I knew I
could easily knock them out in a few days, if I tried hard. I thought there would be a few Steps I could avoid or
disregard. I read Step Six: “Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.”

What defects? I thought. I am perfect and could not possibly have any defects. Even if I did have flaws, to remove
them all would make me boring and no fun to be around. I didn’t realize that no one wanted to be around me any-
way because my drinking had caused so much pain for others. My behavior caused my phone calls to go unan-
swered. Doors were never opened when I knocked. Life had become unbearable, not just for me, but for those I
considered my friends. My defects had become my assets. Manipulation, lying and deception were just the top
three picks on my long list of defects.

After completing my Fifth Step with my sponsor, I was instructed to make a list of my defects. I was told to ar-
range them in order from most used to those less frequently used. Until then, I hadn’t realized that I had been using
these defects against myself as well. I manipulated my thoughts to fit any circumstance in order to deceive my
own brain. I lied to myself about what I thought was right.

I came to many realizations through working the Steps. For example, Step Six is not about making me into a robot.
I don’t have to do everything right. I just have to change my thinking and allow myself to ask my Higher Power to
guide me through the day. I want this Higher Power to allow me to make the right decisions.

The smallest of tasks, I now found, those which used to puzzle me, could be done with ease if I just asked. Step
Six is not about making a blood sacrifice or announcing my defects over the mall intercom, but quietly and in a
most sincere way, asking for help. I must be submissive in asking for change, rather than being a dominant, over-
bearing narcissist trying to control every thought and action.

When faced with obstacles that seem to baffle me, I ask for help, and those defects of character will soon be di-
minished—if I’'m willing. Here’s a prayer that helps me: “God, thank you for removing my fear and for showing
me the truth about myself. Father, I need your help to become willing to let go of the things in me which continue
to block me off from you. Please grant me your grace, Lord, and make me willing to have these objectionable
characteristics, defects and shortcomings removed.”

editorinchief@aagrapevine.org
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Group Month | YtoD Group Month YtoD
6 O'Clock $0.00 $0.00|Lufkin $0.00 $25.00
A New Beginning $0.00 $0.00|Lumberton SOP $0.00 $0.00
Any Lengths $0.00 $320.00[Mid County $0.00 $0.00
Anahuac $0.00 $0.00[Murray Street $0.00 $0.00
Bolivar $0.00 $0.00|Mustard Seed $0.00 $441.40
Bridge City $0.00 $500.00|New Life $0.00 $0.00
Buna $0.00 $0.00|Newton $0.00 $0.00
Cornerstone $0.00 $0.00(Orange $20.00 $100.00
Deweyville $0.00 $0.00|Pecan Groves $0.00 $60.00
Downtown $0.00 $0.00|Pineywoods $0.00 $0.00
Fellowship $0.00 $0.00|Personal Stories Group $0.00 $0.00
Fresh Start $0.00 $0.00[Port Arthur $0.00 $0.00
Friends of Bill $0.00 $0.00(Primary Purpose $0.00 $0.00
Hope Group $0.00 $0.00|Serenity $0.00 $600.00
Jasper Noon $0.00 $0.00(St Francis $300.00 $600.00
Jasper Serenity $0.00 $0.00|The Buck Stops Here $0.00 $0.00
Keep It Simple $0.00 $0.00|TLC $515.00 $515.00
Kirbyville $0.00 $0.00|Vidor $0.00 $0.00
Kountze Daylight $0.00 $0.00{West End $39.96 $39.96
Lewis Drive $0.00 $0.00|Unconditional Love $0.00 $144.00
Liberty $0.00 $0.00{Way Out $0.00 $0.00
Lifeline $0.00 $0.00|Totals $874.96 $3,345.36

We want to sincerely thank you for your contributions. Please address your gifts to:
Ninth District Intergroup Association — 4224 College St — Beaumont, TX 77707
Phone: 409-832-1107 — E-mail: steppingstones@aabeaumont.org— Weh: aabeaumont.org
If you see mistakes, please call, write or come in. We want to be accurate and ask that you verify your totals.

d You Be On Our 12 Step Li

Ninth District Intergroup

Home Grou: 4224 College St

Name: (Please Print), Maleffemale;_____ Beaumont, TX 77707

Address: District 90 GSR Committee
PO Box 21279

Phone: Home: Work: Cell:

Beaumont, TX 77720-1279
Area In Which You Will Serve:

Southeast Texas Area 67
Car Available: Yes No Languages Spoken PO Box 130433
Houston, TX 77219-0433

Times Available: (Circle Choices Please) 8 AM-6PM 6 PM - 12 MDN 12 MDN -8 AM . .
AA General Service Office
Days Available: (Circle Choices Please) SU M TV W TH F SA PO Box 2407

James A. Farley Station
New York, NY 10116-2407
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SHARE THE MESSAGE IN THE COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL FACILITIES

We need men and women to go into the County jail on Sat. @ 11:30 each week. There is also a need for men to go into
the State and Federal facilities on a weekly basis or even just once a month to give current volunteers a much needed
break. Each facility requires a background check before you enter. To find out more information please come to the

TREATMENT FACILITY COMMITTEE
We need volunteers to go into both the men and the women’s facilities.

19, 2026 At 2:00C

est End Group
Crockett, Beaumon

45t ANNUAL DISTRICT 90 CONVENTION
August 7h 8t & 9t 2026

Mame 1: Mame 2:
Email Address: Email Address:
Address: Address:
City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:
Badge Name; Badge Name;
Home Group: Home Group:
Check One: [ |AA [ ]al-Anon [ Jalateent J Check One: [ |AA [ ]al-Anon [ ]Aalateent
Check i NwD ASL Interprater I:l Sponish Transiator |:| Spaciol Accom/Need B Chack i NWD ASL Interprater I:l Sponish Trcmsu'ﬂtwlzl Special Accom/MNeed
Pre-Registration: Amt. Enclosed Make Checks Payable To And Online Registration
Mail Re ration Forms To: ode
{}M@$15l§lﬂead‘t s . il Regi : QR Cod
) District 90 Convention (OF "@HE]

{} Al-Anon @ S 15.00 each 5

{ YAlateen @ S 3.00 each 5 Treasurer _

{ } Sponsorship Donation 5 PO Box 1591

TOTAL ENCLOSED & Groves, T 77619
1Alateens must have signed permission slips!
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A |
CONVENTION rort worrtH

JULY 24-26,2026

An Enperience Yeu Wast el Vliss SCHEDULE

FRIDAY JLY 24

Aleeielics Apmppes pg 5 2.90 pat REGISTRATION 0PERS
REG I ST ER 500 PM HOSPITALITY OPENS
600 PM LONG TIMERS MEETING
FULL NAME 7:30 PM AA SPEAKER JOHN A, REND, NV
0.00 PM ALATEEN MEETING
; 0:00 PM YOUNG PEOPLE MEETING
Auinﬁnméfﬁ';?_ ALATEEN __ SPECIALREEDS ... 10:00 PM YOUNG PEOPLE KIGHT
SATURDAY JULY 25
ADDRESS 7:00 AM HOSPITALITY OPEXS
8:30 AM REGISTRATION DPENS
CITY STATE IIp 0:30 AM AA SPEAKER ANDY 0., NORSAN, OK
EMAIL PHONE 11:00 AM AL-ANON SPEAKER ANGIE B, DESTIN, FL
HOME GROUP 12:15 PM AL-ANON LUNCHEDN
12:15 PM ALATEEN SPKR IAARLEY 8. PORT D'CONNDR, TX
2.0 PM TEXAS AREA DELEBATES
AL-ANON REGISTRATIONOTY ___ @ S$30EA=$ TOTAL 3:30 P AL-ANON WORKSHOP KAY M., HURST, TX
ALATEEN REGISTRATIONOTY ___ @$5EA=$ TOTAL 4:30 PM BREAK
BANOUET DINNER QTY ___ [@%540EA=S TOTAL 5:00 PM HISTORY OF TEXAS A& GREG L, DALLAS, TX
AL-ANONLUNCHEONOTY ~ ___ @S40EA=$ L SHABMEER
SCHOLARSHIP DONATION (55 INCREMENTS) 53 ;g'{ill g 00 PAI ENTERTANMENT . !
OEET0 10:00 PM ALATEEN GAME NIGHT
F&riﬂ%&i !,:z;‘ﬁﬂ"" MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: SUNDAY JULY 26
s S TEXAS STATE CONVENTION OF A ©:30 AM A SPEAKER MIKES, RIVERSIDE, CA
il PO BOX 150145 g
O HOTEL INFO
L FORT WORTH, TX 76108
HILTON FORT WORTH
BANDUET SPACE IS LIMITED T0 250 GUESTS 815 MAIN ST. FORT WORTH. TEXAS 76102

PRE-REGISTERED ATTENDEES WILL HAVE THER BADGES, LUNCHEDW TICKETS, BANOUET TICKETS & FROGRAMSWATING — PHONE: 1-B00-445-8667

:I:sﬂ::}:r:lm;rﬁmmm SPANISH TRANSLETION, ASL INTERPRETER, ARCHIVES, SPEAKER GROUP RATE DISCOUNTIS $145/ROON
COS/DIGITAL COPIES AVAILABLE: ALL MEETINGS ARE NOM-SMOKING, HOSPITALITY ROOM CLOSED DURING ALL GROUP ID (FOR RATE): TEXAS STATE
SPEAKER MEETINGS. CONVENTION OF AA

TTH TRAITIDN SWIEMENT O OF TEEMEST CHAMDA MECOMCEFTIDNE BF THESE S¥TRERMNEE [ THIT THEY A2 LA MESTIRES, AND THAT SINCE “THERE ARE M) DUES 08 FEEE FOF. BA MBMEERSEF,” THERE TEIULD BE NI FEET T0 ATTEMD. COMENTIONS ARE STEQIAL EENTS, MITRERILAR
MEEDAE:. THET REQUIRE MONTRE IF FLAMNINE EAD FREPRAATION LD WINET T0 \PRESENT. THES COMNENTIN [2 SELF-UPPORTING. THE DOST OF THE RONNENTION [5 PN THROUEH FESETTRATIDN FEEE, AN A5 NESFINEIELE A MEMBERS WE MUST FAF 0US 0NN NAPRERERTHF,” THERE

SHIL ) BE N0 FEES TOATTEND. COAVENTANG NAE SFEDIRL EVENTS, WOT REEULER MEETINES. TEEY REDUNRE MONTHS OF PLANN NS AND PREFSETIDN AND MONET T FRESENT. THE EDMVENTION S ZELF-SUFPRATINE. THE CEETOF TEE CIMVENTAN IS FAID THRDUCE RERSTRENON FEEL SO0
X RESPINCELE N\ MEMEERE NE T FAY VR A NTTERT
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4sppy Birthday o Youl)

Intergroup would like to congratulate

everyone who is celebrating a TWELVE STEPS AND TWELVE
Birthday in June!!! TRADITIONS, STEP SIX, P. 65
R R R R R R R R R R R R R R S R S R S R T R R R T R S R R R R S
June 2023 If we ask, God will certainly forgive our
At Wit’s End derelictions. But in no case does He ren-
Easv does it der us white as snow and keep us that
asy does 1 way without our cooperation. That is
Jose G., Port Orchard, Wash. something we are supposed to be willing
Working on Step Six with my sponsor is an exercise, not an exorcism. to work toward ourselves. He asks only
that we try as best we know how to make
June 2022 . g
. progress in the building of character.
At Wit’s End
A Step Four gone wrong So Step Si - tirel dv t
. . o Step Six—"Were entirely ready to
J-D., Big Lake, Minn, have God remove all defects of charac-
Sponsor: What is one of your biggest assets? ter” - is A.A.’s way of stating the best pos-
Sponsee: I’m great at multitasking; I can waste time, be unproductive and sible attitude one can take in order to
procrastinate all at once. make a beginning on this lifetime job.
What an order! This does not mean that we expect all our
character defects to be lifted out of us as
Jose G., Port O.FChard’ Wash. the drive to drink was. A few of them
We are not saints. may be, but with most of them we shall
The point is, that we groan along spiritual lines. have to be content with patient improve-
s e s s s s e s s st e e s st e s s st e s s st st s s s s e s s s e s st st s s s st s s s s st s st st e s sk st e st sk st sk sk sk e skosk ment. The key words “entlrely read)’”

underline the fact that we want to aim at
the very best we know or can learn.

INTERGROUP WILL NOT BE
OPEN ON JUNE 20, 2026.

AT THIS TIME WE ALSO
WILL NOT BE OPENING ON THE
THE THIRD SATURDAY OF
THE MONTH.

WE APOLOGIZE FOR THIS
CHANGE OF OUR SCHEDULE. We dre not ¢

glem lot.




